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(CNN) — In politics, advertising and the media, Hispanics are often portrayed as a monolithic group,
joined together by a common language. But a new Brown University study highlights important
differences, and how those differences are becoming more salient.

“When studies are done of Hispanics, the results mostly reflect the experience of Mexicans, who are
more than 60% of the total,” the study says. “But observers would be mistaken if they thought they
knew Hispanics in the U.S. by looking only at Mexicans.”

The large percentage of U.S. Hispanics of Mexican descent – an overwhelming majority –
inadvertently hides distinct trends among Hispanics with origins in other countries, according to the
report released Wednesday.

Many non-Mexican groups are growing at a faster rate, and doing better economically, the study
found. In another telling figure, Hispanics other than Mexican are much less segregated than often
assumed.

While the number of Hispanics who identify as Mexican has increased 137% between 1990 and
2010, those with other origins have grown at a much faster rate. During that 20-year span, it is
estimated that the Honduran population in the U.S. increased by 383%, Guatemalans by 289% and
Peruvians by 204%.

“Mexicans are not losing their weight, but some groups who were small and not on the radar now
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number in the millions,” said John Logan, one of the report’s authors. “South Americans are now
everywhere, and if you add them up, they are a huge number.”

The three largest groups of Hispanics – Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and Cubans – make up 62%, 9%,
and 4%, respectively, according to Census data. Central Americans make up 8% of the Hispanic
population, and South Americans 5%.

In 1990, only three Hispanic largest groups had more than a million residents in the United States.
By 2010, Dominicans, Guatemalans and Salvadorans had joined that club.

One of the findings seemed to show that the national perception of the Hispanic population is
closely tied in with the Mexican community. There is the persistent idea, for example, that Hispanics
in the United States are insular and segregated from other non-Hispanic communities.

“The very stable trend of high segregation is one attributed to Hispanics, but it turns out it is mainly a
characteristic of Mexicans,” Logan said.

According to a measure known as the Index of Dissimilarity, every Hispanic group except Mexicans
has become substantially less segregated since 1990.

Half of all South Americans used to be located in Los Angeles, New York and Miami, but by 2010,
only 34% lived in these cities, the study says.

“There may be a general assumption that Hispanics are immigrants, which was never true for Puerto
Ricans, and is no longer true for Mexicans,” Logan said. “There may be a generalized assumption
about relatively low education and skill levels, which does not fit average Cubans and South
Americans, and increasingly not Puerto Ricans.”

The data indicates that below the surface, there is a great deal more change within the Hispanic
population than commonly thought, Logan said.

These differences could be important to advertisers who target Hispanics, or politicians who seek
their votes.

“I suspect that on the whole, their view of the Hispanic community is that of it as one community (the
Mexican community) and that’s probably not a strategy that will be really helpful,” Logan said.

Logan conducted a similar study in 2000, and his most recent research was a continuation of that to
see if the differences he spotted 13 years ago remained. The patterns and trends have become even
clearer in the past decade, he said.

The report also took a look at certain social and economic characteristics of the different groups that
showed various degrees of economic success. One measure examined were the median wages of
each group.

While the median annual wage for Mexicans in the U.S. was $20,200, wages were much higher for
Argentines and Venezuelans, both with median wages of $30,300.

This finding wasn’t surprising, as social scientists have long noted that those with roots in Cuba and
South America tend to have different economic backgrounds.

But one group that is sometimes assumed to be insular and employed in lower wage jobs – Puerto
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Ricans – are actually doing quite well, the study found. Puerto Ricans have increasingly integrated
with the rest of the population and have a median wage of nearly $30,000.
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